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Preient  State  of  the  Trade  to 

A  F  R  I  ‘C  A. 


Acldrefled  to  the  People  in  Power* 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen 


i 


OWEVER  little  the  nation 
in  general  may  be  yet  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  trade  car* 
ried  on  to  different  parts  of  Africa, 
yet  the  commercial  and  mnnufadur- 

A  ing 


ing  people  muft  be  highly  fenftble  of 
its  utility  and  advantages.  When  it 
is  impartially  confidered,  that,  with¬ 
out  this  branch,  the  Weft  Indies,  be- 
lides  many  of  the  colonies  on  the 
continent  of  America,  could  have 
no  exiftence  without  negroes  from 
thence ;  be  hides  what  an  extenftve 
confumption  we  fhould  be  deprived 
of  for  our  manufactures  of  various 
fabric  and  forts;  at  the  fame  time 
the  number  of  labouring  and  mecha¬ 
nical  people  who  would  be  reduced 
to  idlenefs  and  defpair,  as  well  as  the 
ftagnation  with  which  the  Eaft  India 
affairs  would  be  embarrafted,  we 
need  no  longer  hefitate  to  pronounce 
it,  with  all  due  propriety,  the  origi¬ 
nal  and  principal  fpring  whereby  the 
trading,  and  in  a  great  meafure  the 

landed 
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landed  interefts  of  Great  Britain  are 
actuated  and  fet  in  motion. 

The  great  benefit  which  this  na¬ 
tion  derives  from  the  African  trade  is, 
that  it  deprives  us  of  nothing  but  what 
we  can  well  (pare,  and  returns  thro’ 
the  channel  of  tne  colonies  an  in- 
exh audible  fource  of  wealth  to  the 
fubjebt,  and  make  up  a  very  confid en¬ 
able  part  or  the  revenue.  Beiides  thefe 
advantages,  many  articles  purchafed 
in  Africa  are  fuitable  for  and  much 
wanted  in  the  European  markets, 
fuch  as  ivory,  bees-wax,  gum,  dye- 
woods,  and  feveral  other  produces. 

The  next  object  of  confideratron  is, 
the  number  of  shipping  and  feamen 
employed  in  this  branch  of  trade  ; 

A  2  which 
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which  without  doubt  makes  a  very 
conftderable  addition  to  cur  naval 
power  and  flrength.  Add  to  all 
thefe,  the  advantages  it  gives  us  of 
drawing  the  principal  produces  of  the 
luench  Weft  India  iflands,  as  part 
payment  ror  our  negroes,  and  the 
gicat  advantages  we  have  of  fupply- 

ing  all  Europe  with  gum  and  other 
produces  of  that  country. 


That  an  object  of  fuch  univerfal 
and  indifpenfible  utility  fhould  be 
neglc&ed,  where  the  grand  national 


chain  of  commerce  and  the  public 
advantages  are  Co  nearly  and  invio¬ 


lably  connected,  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
much  wonder  and  furprize ;  nor  can  I 
otherwise  account  for  it,  but  from  the 
unhappy  fluctuating  ftate  of  admini- 


ftration, 
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Oration,  and  inteftine  commotions, 
which  for  fome  time  pall  have  too 
much  prevailed. 

However,  I  would  gladly  entertain 
fome  hope,  that  thofe  whofe  province 
it  may  fall  under,  will  exert  their 
talents  towards  the  remedying  the 
real  commercial  grievances  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  branch  of  trade  I 
now  mention  will  find  a  fhare  in 
their  thoughts  and  confideration. 
This  will  in  a  great  meafure  depend 
on  the  people  in  power ;  and  the  par¬ 
liament  being  now  affembled,  I 
hope  they  will  ftrenuoufly  and  united¬ 
ly  exert  themfelves,  in  bringing  about 
the  needful  regulations  in  this  affair, 
it  being  highly  requifite  from  com¬ 
mercial  views,  laudable  in  the  pre- 

fent 


V 
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fent  exigency;  and  as  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  which  mud:  arife  from  it  are 
obvious,  fo  we  may  reafonabiy  hope 
that  it  will  extend  to  pofterity. 

f 

-  jt  + 

It  is  by  no  means,  my  Lords  and 
Gentlemen,  my  natural  turn  of  tem¬ 
per  or  inclination  to  reflect  or  anim¬ 
advert  on  the  adlions  of  men  in  their 
different,  provinces ;  but  as  a  {iibjedt 
of  this  free  country,  arid  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  I  cannot  with  any  propriety 
hold  myfelf  excufeable  in  obferving 
filence,  when  1  can  with  truth  point 
out  the  moft  flagrant  and  barefaced 

,  V?-  O  tr  .  r  '  * 

v  *  .  ir  n  •  •■'"'n  r* 

impofltions,  pradtifed  and  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  with  all  the  callous  effrontery 

•  » 

imaginable,  and  where  determined 
and  premeditated  views  of  felf-in- 
tereft  are  preferred ;  while  the  grand 

objedt 
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objeft  intended  for  the  public  good  is 
fet  afide,  with  the  moft  fupercilious 

indifference. 

It  is  notorious,  that  ever  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  peace 
the  African  trade  has  been  much  on 
the  decay,  owing  to  its  being  under 
no  kind  of  regulation,  but  promifcu- 
oufly  open  to  every  perfon  who  chofe 
to  fnatch  at  it ;  and  it  is  equally  true, 
that  upon  many  parts  of  the  coan,  it 
is  in  poffeffion  ot  a  let  of  mifci  cants, 
whole  equals  coulo.  hardly  be  fwept 
out  of  all  the  gaols  of  this  country. 
A  fet  of  renegados,  who  went  out  as 
hired  feamen  on  board  of  different 
European  {hips,  and  foon  after  their 
arrival  in  that  country,  they  left  thefe 

{hips  in  diffrefs,  incorporated  them- 

felves 
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lelvcs  with  the  natives,  communicated 
to  them  every  fecret  in  trade,  and  be¬ 
came  the  profeffed  enemies  of  Britifh 
fu bj eels,  and  Britifh  interefts.  That 
fuch  an  infamous  fet  of  wretches 
mould  be  buffered  to  neftle  there,  and 
to  incite  the  natives  to  a&s  of  piracy 

and  robbery,  will  no  doubt  appear 
very  furprifing. 

It  is  alfo  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
of  late  years  many  of  the  m afters  of 
fhips  in  that  trade,  are  the  moft  ig¬ 
norant  and  inconfiderate  fet  of  beings 
in  the  world.  From  a  vain-glorious 
view  of  excelling  each  other  in  the 
quicknefs  of  their  purchafe,  and  hav¬ 
ing  little  refped  to  the  effeas  of  the 
owners  in  their  hands,  they  have  fo 
bid  upon  one  another,  that  the  price 

■3  of 
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of  negroes  and  every  other  comma-* 
dity  are  about  double  to  what  they 
were  fix  years  ago.  How  long  this 
will  hold  out  may  be  eafily  conjec¬ 
tured,  as  it  is  an  incontrovertible  and 
indeed  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the 

African  trade  in  general  will  not  fup- 
port  it.  1  know  there  are  fome  who 
will  argue  the  contrary,  as  perhaps  a 
lucky  caft,  at  a  particular  time,  may 

have  turned  out  to  their  advantage  ; 

\ 

befides,  they  may  have  other  views, 
whereby  they  are  induced  to  fnake 
every  matter  in  that  department  ap¬ 
pear  in  as  favourable  lights  as  poliible. 
I  have  heard  fome  argue,  that  the 
higher  the  prices  given  to  the  natives 
of  Africa  are,  the  more  Great  Britain 
will  be  advantaged  by  it.  Their  chief 

xeafons  being,  that  the  more  we  pay 

B  them 
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them  for  their  produces,  the  greater 
confumption  and  demand  will  be  for 
our  manufactures ;  and  that  the  na¬ 
tives,  from  the  apparent  advantages 
they  reap,  will  be  induced  to  enlarge 
the  trade.  But  all  this  I  will  beg  leave 
to  contradict  -3  it  being  obvious,  that 
■where  Europeans  raife  the  prices  in 
Africa  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  in- 
trinfic  value  of  the  goods,  the  very 
heavy  outfits  which  African  veiiels  are 
known  to  require,  the  rifque  of  mor¬ 
tality,  with  the  numerous  incidental 
exigences  which  accrue  on  the  trade, 

x  J 

become  wiper ior  to  any  adequate  or 
reafonable  price  to  be  expeCled  in  the 
colonies ;  in  that  cafe  it  is  clear  to 
every  perfon  of  the  weakeft  difeern- 


ment,  that  die  Europeans  muff  be 
lolers,  and  that  the  balance  of  profit 


mu  ft 
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mull  center  among  the  negroes  of 
Africa.  It  is  equally  eafy  to  be  demon- 
f [rated,  that  during  the  laft  year  only, 
to  bring  matters  to  a  period,  the  ge¬ 
neral  lofs  on  the  African  trade  would 
have  been  enormous,  had  not  the 
negroe  fales  in  the  colonies  fir  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  mod  extravagant  bounds 
of  expectation.  But  even  here  again, 

we  may  probably  fome  time  or  other 
find  ourfelves  in  the  lurch  ;  indeed  it 
would  appear  unavoidable. 

Either  the  African  merchants  will 
overdo  themfelves,  or  the  Americans 
will  over-purchafe  or  over-draw  them¬ 
felves.  Suppofe  both  thefe  circum- 
ftances  happened  at  one  period,  the 
confequences  to  that  branch  would 
prove  very  difagreeable,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bankruptcies  mull;  enfue. 

B  2  Whence 
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Whence  then  the  obftinate  doctrine 
of  giving  high  prices  in  Africa  ?  Or 
how  can  the  great  and  univerfal  pub¬ 
lic  fo  feniibly  difcern  the  immenfe 
advantages  they  reap,  or  ever  have 
reaped,  on  this  principle  ?  It  is  in¬ 
deed  probable,  that  the  tradefmen, 
and  thofe  who  give  long  credits,  will 
vctv  fenfbly  feel  the  poor  competition 
of  feven  or  eight  {hillings  (perhaps 
iefs)  in  the  pound 


In  fhort,  thefe  frivolous  and  ill- 
*  * 

*  . 

^rounded  arguments  only  ferve  to 
miflead  government,  and  to  hood¬ 
wink  the  public. 

As  to  the  other  hypothecs,  which 
thefe  arp-umentators  eftablifh,  which 

r  .  »  i  O  *  -  ■  ■  "  * 
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is,  “  that  by  giving  high  prices  to  the 
a  negroes,  they  will  become  more  in- 
“  duftrious,  and  that  it  will  prove  an 
“  incitement  for  them  to  enlarge  the 
“  trade'”  I  fay,  and  am  ready  to 
prove  from  perfonal  experience,  that 
it  will  have  diametrically  the  contrary 
effed. 

A  negroe  is  naturally,  conftitution- 
ally,  and  habitually  lluggifh,  lazy, 
thoughtlefs,  ignorant,  and  bigotted. 
When  real  neceflities  prefs,  he  will 
through  force,  though  againft  the  na¬ 
tural  impulfe  ol  his  genius,  life  fome 
induflry  j  but  when  he  has  attained  a 
competency,  whereby  to  anfwer  his 
wants,  and  make  fome  addition  to  his 
libidinous  extravagance  and  luxury, 

he  will  be  contented  in  that  fphere ; 

unlefs 
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unless  theft,  rapine,  or  fome  fuch  in¬ 
cidents,  fhould  augment  his  finances. 
Where  a  negroe,  with  what  goods  he 
receives  from  a  ill  i p  or  fort  for  one 
Have,  can  buy  two  or  three  in  the  in¬ 
land,  countries;  he  can  of  courfe,  in  a 
lew  trips  of  that  kind,  flock  his  plan¬ 
tation,  and  fill  up  all  the  menial  of¬ 
fices  in  his  family  :  at  which  period 
lie  bids  an  adieu  to  all  induflry  and 
labour,  and  commences  a  very  great 
man.  His  plantation  furnifhes  him 
with  grain,  roots,  and  greens,  the  fea 
and  rivers  yield  him  fib,  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  forefls  afford  him  venifon 
and  game,  tire  palm-trees  fupply  him 
with  wine  and  oil,  the  labour  of  his 
vailals  and  i  laves  is  fufficient  to  clothe 
him,  and  the  extra  produce  and  traf¬ 
fic  through  various  channels  enable 

him 
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him  to  procure  luxuries  from  Euro¬ 
pean  fhips.  Another  confideration  is, 
that  from  the  frequent  revolutions  in 
Africa,  no  man  can  with  the  leal!  de¬ 
gree  of  certainty,  fay  how  long  his 

life  or  property  is  fafe ;  which  renders 

% 

them  the  more  carelefs,  and  induces 
them  to  make  the  moil  voluptuous 
ufe  of  their  time.  I  think  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  are  fufficient  to  fatisfy  any 
reafonable  perfon  on  thefe  points ; 
thofe  who  will  argue  void  of  reafon, 
and  will  have  all  their  own  way, 
right  or  wrong,  may  go  on :  I  wifh  to 
have  no  altercation  with  them. 

I  can  however  prove  from  perfonal 
experience,  that  enriching  the  natives 
of  Africa,  is  a  fure  and  infallible  way, 

to  make  them  lazy,  haughty,  and  in- 

folent. 
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folent.  A  very  flagrant  instance  of 
this  happened  to  myfelf.  I  had  a  free¬ 
man,  who  had  ferved  me  pretty  faith¬ 
fully  for  near  four  years :  he  was  ra¬ 
ther  more  frugal  than  the  generality 
of  his  countrymen,  and  had  referred 
part  of  his  wages,  on  which  he  would 
turn  trader.  As  the  fellow  had  be¬ 
haved  well,  I  gave  him  fome  aftift- 
ance  on  his  firft  fetting  forth  ;  and 
he  proved  fuccefsful.  Fie  paid  me 
very  honeftly  for  what  I  had  ad¬ 
vanced  him,  and  continued  in  the 
trading  way  till  he  got  mafter  of 
five  Haves ;  at  which  time  he  retired 
from  all  induftry,  reared  up  a  few 
huts,  got  fome  idle  fellows  of  the 
country  to  live  with  him  as  vafials, 
whofe  chief  employment  was  to  hunt 
and  fifh  for  him,  his  wives  and 

iiavesj 
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Haves,  from  their  labour  in  the  plan¬ 
tation,  afforded  a  very  confiderable 
overplus  to  what  his  family  wants 
were ;  and  in  the  dry  feafon  they 
made  as  much  fait  as  would  purchafe 
two  Haves  in  the  inland  countries ; 
which  ferved  to  keep  up  his  flack, 
perhaps  augment  it  by  at  leaf!  one  a 
year ;  and  what  with  his  overplus  of 
rice,  game,  and  fffh  he  could  procure 
brandy,  rum,  and  other  luxuries  from 
the  fhips  in  the  trade.  Thus  was  his  ut- 
moft  ambition  fatisfied ;  but  his  morals 
were  perfectly  metamorphofed.  From 
a  fober,.  bafhful,  and  diligent  difpo- 
fition  of  mind,  he  became  infclent, 
proud,  debauched,  and  quarrelfome. 
Nor  was  he  the  only  inftance  of  the 
kind,  as  I  could  produce  many  more. 

C  I  come 
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J  come  now  to  a  point  which  I 
hope  will  merit  attention  ;  as  I  dare 
fay  adminiflration,  and  the  nation  in 
general,  have  underftood  it  and  looked 
jipoijt  it  in  a  very  different  point  of 
view  to  what  it  really  is :  I  mean  the 
filiation  of  the  forts  and  fettlements 
on  the  Gold  Coaft  oi  Africa.  I  am 
ferry  to  fay,  that  they  are  in  al- 
moil  every  relpedl  a  disgrace  to  the 
nation.  They  lie  like  a  heap  of  rub- 
bilk — a  nefl  lor  filth  and  vermine- — - 
without  influence,  degraded  and  flig- 
matized,  as  mere  burlelques  on  forti¬ 
fication  j  laughing-flocks  for  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  the  derifion  of  the  natives. 
Inftead  of  fupporting  the  dignity  of 
the  nation,  they  fully  and  difgrace  it. 
The  governors  or  chiefs,  tamely  and 
difpiritedly,  have  buffered  Britifh  fub- 
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jeers  to  be  grofsly  mfuited,  nay  flogged. 
Under  the  muzzles  of  their  guns,  in 
ficrht  of  their  half-ifarved  Gentries 

O 

with  arms  in  their  hands ;  and  have 
bore  the  infults  of  the  haughty  natives, 
when  with  menaces  they  dared  them 
to  refent  it.  And  fo  greatly  difpirited 
are  thefe  poor  wretches  of  foldiers, 
that  they  are  the  next  hep  to  inani¬ 
mate  beings.  The  poor  pittance  of 
putrid  fait  provifion  which  they  are 
allowed,  though  they  pay  very  exor¬ 
bitantly  for  it,  contrary  to  the  allow¬ 
ance  and  intention  of  government ,  is 
fcarce  fufficient  to  fuftain  lire ;  and 
their  meagre  pitiful  countenances 
plai  nly  indicate  the  fee  ties  of  mifery 
arid  want  to  which  they  are  fubjedted $■- 
having  often  had  the  misfortune  of  be- 
irig  lorded  over  by  a  fet  of  un  feeling 

G  2  beings,* 
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beings,  wbofe  hearts  are  fteel’d  againfl 
Sympathy,  and  every  other  Chriftian  or 
iocial  virtue.  Wealth  is  the  deity  they 
worfhip ;  and  do  they  only  accomplish 
that  end,  national  honour,  national 
intereft,  or  national  influence,  are 
quite  beneath  their  conflderation. 
They  receive  a  Salary  for  doing 
their  own  buflnefs ;  and  the  ware- 
houfes,  craft,  and  fervants  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  are  all  fubfervient  to  their  ends 
and  purpofes.  From  this  general  rule, 
there  may,  no  doubt,  be  fome  excep¬ 
tions  ;  but  it  is  manifeft,  and  paft  all 
contradiction,  that  it  has  been  too 
often  the  cafe ;  and  it  can  eaflly  be 
made  appear,  that  inflead  of  the  forts 
being  in  any  degree  Serviceable,  or 
their  chiefs  affording  any  Succour  to 
to  the  Britifh  trader  or  interefts,  they 

have. 
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have,  from  their  felf-interefted  views, 
been  highly  detrimental  to  it,  by  ob- 
ftruding  the  (hipping  in  their  pur- 
chafes.  But  of  this  more  in  its  pro¬ 
per  place. 

It  will  naturally  occur  to  alk, 
From  what  means  thefe  complaints 
and  grievances  arife,  and  under  whole 
care  and  managment  the  African  af¬ 
fairs  are  conducted  and  carried  on  ? 
The  anfwer  of  courfe  mud:  be,  that 
there  is  a  committee  chofen  by  the 
merchants,  who  are  by  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment  admitted,  for  the  more  effedual 
extension  of  the  African  trade,  on 
paying  in  to  the  committee’s  fecretary 
forty  (hillings,  and  half  a  crown  for 
perquilite.  The  majority  of  fuffrages 
in  this  body  conftitutes  a  committee- 

t 

man : 
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man :  but  though  the  intention  is  ori¬ 
ginally  good  j  it  is  often  like  other 
matters  of  the  kind  bafely  fubverted 
to  finifter  purpofes.  For  inftance,  a 
tooth-drawer  or  mountebank,  on  pay¬ 
ing  this  paltry  fum,  becomes  qualified 
to  vote  for  whom  he  may  be  influ¬ 
enced,  even  for  the  ordinary  of  New¬ 
gate,  or  fexton  of  St.  Giles’s,  fhould 
they  put  up  as  candidates :  indeed, 
ever  either  or  both  thefe  perfonages 
had  been  chofen,  their  knowledge  of 
Africa  would  only  have  proved  tanta¬ 
mount,  to  many  of  the  refpeclable 
gentlemen  who  have  filled  that  office 5 
and,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  con¬ 
duct,  would  neither  have  expofcd 
themfelves  fb  much,  or  would  have 
committed  fuch  arrant  blunders.  But 
to  proceed- — This  committee  is  to 

confiff 
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,e6niift  of  three  for  London,  three 
for  Liverpool,  and  three  for  Briftoh 
They  are  to  fuperintend  and  manage 
all  the  affairs  relative  to  the  public 
forts  and  fettlements  in  Africa  (Sene- 
gambia  excepted)  and  to  give  fuch 
directions  and  orders  to  the  governors 
and  chiefs,  as  may  be  conducive  to  the 
national  interefts  and  credit  abroad. 
They,  in  confequence,  are  to  indent 
for  fuch  (lores  and  goods  as  may  be 
thought  needful  to  be  fent  out,  either 
as  repairs  or  other  maintenance  of  the 
forts ;  but  it  is  an  indifputable  fact, 
that  thefe  committee  gentlemen  have 
often,  nay  generally,  been  connected 
with  the  governors  and  chiefs  abroad, 
on  the  trading  fyftem ;  by  which 
means  fuch  a  natural  fympathy  has 
fubfifted  between  them,  that  the  fup- 

$  %  a  *  *  \  »  vTv  *  * 

plies 
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plies  have  been  wifely  calculated  for 
very  particular  purpofes,  as  well  as 
confiderabie  affortments,  font  over  in 
tne  fame  bottoms,  for  which  the  pub- 

hc  pay  freight.  But  of  this  a  little 
more  when  I  come  to  particulars. 

Tii.s,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  is 
ail  the  end  anfwered  by  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  grants  (which  was  intended 
for  good  views)  appropriated  for  the 
fuppcrt  and  maintenance  of  the  forts 
and  fettlements  in  Africa ;  and  with 
foch  enormous  expence  is  the  public 
faddled,  without  its  anfwering  any 
good  view,  purpofe,  or  intention  what- 
foever :  on  the  contrary,  it  ferves  only 
to  enrich  fome  few  individuals,  and  to 
cmlrefs  the  fair  private  adventurers. 
Weil  may  the  public  grumble,  and 

juftly 
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juftly  may  they  wonder,  at  what  be¬ 
comes  of  the  amazing  fums  which 
their  heavy  taxes  .contribute  to  !  But 
I  dare  fay,  nine  out  ten,  even  of  the 
gentlemen  and  merchants  of  this 

tD 

country,  do  not  comprehend  what  uie 
the  thirteen  thou  fa  nd  pounds  voted  for 
African  matters  is  applied  to. 

When  parliament  ehablifhed  the 
committee,  it  was  enadted,  that  the 
accounts  relative  to  their  diiburfments 
fhould  be  audited  before  the  Exche¬ 
quer  ;  and  alfo,  upon  proper  notice 
by  advertifement,  they  fhould  fubmit 
them  to  the  infpe&ion  of  any  number 
or  committee  of  their  conftituents ; 
but  fo  much  has  this  valuable  branch 
been  negle&ed,  that  they  have  been 

D  left 
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left  to  their  own  direction,  and  have 
no  doubt  availed  themfelves  of  it. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the 
prelent  peace,  our  natural  enemies 
and  rivals  the  French  have  been  alH- 
duous,  and  have  ufed  every  piece  of 
chicane  and  low  cunning,  whereby  to 
worm  us  out  of  the  trade 3  by  infinu- 
ating  to  the  natives,  that  if  they-  could 
by  any  means  get  quit  of  the  Engliflh, 
they  would  put  it  on  a  very  advan¬ 
tageous  footing  for  them.  The  na- 

t 

fives  very  Shrewdly  anfwered,  that  the 
Englifh  were  the  mofl  likely  to  extir¬ 
pate  themfelves ;  becaufe,  if  they  kept 
bidding  up  on  each  other,  they  would 
loon  over-do  themfelves. 

I 

This  observation  of  theirs  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  truth  5  for  we  fee  weak  minds 

•  t 

when 
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I 

when  under  no  controul,  being,  as  is 
generally  the  cafe,  ftrongly  blown  up 
by  felf-opmion,  and  thus  left  to  the 
fcope  of  their  own  inclinations,  they 
fo  forget  themfelves,  and  are  fo  much 

O 

intoxicated  with  the  ideas  of  their 
own  importance,  that  they  imagine 
it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  err.  Even 
fhould  a  friend  offer  to  fuggeft  any 
thing  relative  to  their  conduct,  by  way 
of  advice,  they  would  deem  it  highly 
infolent,  and  bordering  upon  treafon, 
to  arraign  their  infallibility. 

We  often  in  this  country  find  our- 
felves  miftaken  in  fneering  at  and  mak¬ 
ing  too  light  account  of  our  rivals ;  for 
inftance,  we  feem  to  defpife  French 
wiles  and  cunning,  till  we  fall  into  the 

D  2  fnarc, 


in  are,  and  find  ourfelves  hurt  by  our 
too  great  credulity. 

O  j 

During  my  refidence  in  Africa  a 
circumflnnce  happened,  which  will  il- 
lufirate  this.  A  Frenchman  having 
arrived  where  I  refided,  during  the 
late  peace,  produced  me  an  invoice 
of  his  cargo,  and  offered  a  price  for 
the  different  commodities  he  had  on 
board,  promiiing  by  no  means  to  deal 
with  the  natives,  if  he  could  do  his 
hufinefs  with  the  white  people. 

This  I  communicated  to  the  Ena-- 
lifh  inhabitants ;  but  they  leemed  to 
make  light  of  the  matter,  and  faid, 
let  the  Frenchman  do  his  wcrfL 

I  was  however  of  a  very  contrary 
opinion,  thinking,  that  as  he  was  the 

firli: 
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firft  of  that  nation  who  had  come 
into  that  territory  fince  the  peace,  we 
ought  to  purchafe  his  cargo,  or  order 
him  to  depart,  without  trading ; 
which,  from  our  influence  with  tne 
natives,  could  have  been  effeaed  with 
eafe.  My  remonftrance  however  pro¬ 
duced  no  effea ;  and  the  Fienchman, 
finding  he  could  come  to  no  ime 
terms  with  us,  made  a  feint  as  if  go¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  river  j  which  in  fact 
he  did,  but  not  till  after  he  had  com¬ 
pared  with  the  natives  to  proceed  up 
another  creek,  to  a  place  affigned 
(and  not  above  an  hour’s  walk  over 
land)  where  next  day  he  arrived, 
and  fold  his  whole  cargo  ror  thirty 
per  cent,  above  what  he  had  offered 

t  ..  1  yt 

it  to  us. 


The 


The  confequence  of  this  was,  that 
the  natives  formed  fucli  ideas  in  favour 
of  the  French,  that  the  Englifh  were 
near  being  extirpated  by  them;  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and  after 
fome  time,  that  we  brought  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  of  the  country  into  an  agree¬ 
ment,  to  receive  no  more  French  into 
that  quarter ;  and  by  our  firmnefs  and 
refolution,  we  kept  them  out  for  a 
feries  of  years  afterwards.  But  lb 
much  have  the  natives  of  Africa  been 
vitiated  in  their  principles  within  thefe 
few  years;  and  that  principally  ow¬ 
ing  to  what  they  have  imbibed  from 
the  white  people,  that  they  hardly 

bear  any  refemblance  to  what  they 
were. 

When  I  firfi;  fettled  in  Africa,  which 
was  in  the  year  1748,  though  then 

but 
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but  very  young,  I  was  equally  fur- 
prifed  and  delighted,  with  the  ftrength, 
uniformity,  and  regularity  of  their 
government  and  law’s.  Xheir  ftridt 
and  exad  modes  of  adminiftering 
juftice,  and  with  their  benevolence  and 
indulgence  to  ftrangers,  even  to  a  de¬ 
cree.  of  hofpitality,  not  to  be  expected 
under  the  torrid  zone ;  which  rather 
befpoke  them  a  polifhed  and  well- 
regulated  people,  than  a  fet  of  bar¬ 
barous  favages ,  which  has  in  general 
been  the  prevailing  opinion,  regarding 
the  native  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
When  1  could  converfe  with  them  in 
their  own  tongue,  1  was  amazed  with 
their  ftrength  of  natural  parts,  their 
witty  turns,  and  engaging  affability. 
At  that  time  there  was  but  few  white 

people  reftded  in  the  diftridt  where  I 

^  was : 
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was;  and  fometimes  when  they  met 
together,  they  indulged  in  a  little 
jovial  fedivity,  winch  made  them  ex¬ 
ceed  the  bounds  of  decorum,  and 
being  heated  by  ebriety  they  were  apt 

to  be  guilty  of  fome  illegal  pieces  of 
rudenefs ;  often  going  fc  far  as  to 
trauuce  and  feoff  at  their  religious 
jilts,  ti ample  their  deities  under  foot, 
iiti  give  tii cm  much  provocation  t 
yet  thefe  originally  good-natured  peo¬ 
ple  only  laughed  at  their  frolics,  and, 

*  J 

making  allowance  for  the  predomi¬ 
nancy  of  Bacchus,  they  faid,  that  being 
their  Jl rangers  and  gue/Is,  confequent- 
ly  intitied  to  their  protection,  and  be¬ 
ing  uninfliudted  in  their  forms  and 
ceremonies,  they  were  excufable;  and 
the  chief  men  ftridtly  forbid  any  per- 
fon  to  interfere,  or  be  offended  with 

them. 
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them.  But  fo  far  are  matters  altered 
for  the  worfe,  that,  was  the  like  to 
happen  now,  it  would  either  coft  fome 
lives,  or  a  very  confiderable  line  to 
compromife  it. 


About  feven  years  ago,  when  I 
was  about  leaving  that  country,  I  had 
fome  converfation  with  a  very  fenflble 
old  native,  who  had  many  years  been 
a  leader  and  head  of  a  confiderable 
tribe.  Our  fubjed  turned  on  the  de¬ 
generacy  of  the  people,  flnce  I  had 
known  them.  The  old  gentleman 
very  feelingly  faid ,  that  it  was  chiefly 
owing  to  the  white  people,  who  from 
the  intrigues  they  faw  them  enter  into 
againft  each  other,  in  which  they  had 
induced  and  bribed  the  black  people 
to  be  parties,  their  native  iimplicity 
and  innocence  was  quite  corrupted, 

E  and 
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and  their  morals  were  debauched.— 
He  further  obferved,  that  as  the  prices 
of  commodities  had  rofe  to  fuch  un¬ 
expected  heights,  induftry,  fobriety, 
and  the  original  temperance  of  their 
forefathers,  were  become  unfafhion- 
able,  and  deemed  rather  filly  than 

laudable  :  that  he  was  now  the  mofl 

% 

accomplished  fellow,  who  could  cheat 

with  the  beffc  grace,  and  deceive  his 
friend  under  a  fpecious  pretence;  and, 
inftead  of  treading  in  their  forefathers 
Steps,  they  now  gave  themfelves  up  to 
luxury,  debauchery,  and  a  ftudy  how 
to  raife  funds  to  fupport  their  wild 
and  unbounded  extravagancies.  I 
could  not  help  condoling  with  the 
good  old  man  on  the  propriety  of  his 
obfervations,  and  perfectly  agreed  with 
him  in  opinion. 


In 
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In  mentioning  the  natives  of  A- 
frica,  there  is  a  large  field  to  expa¬ 
tiate  upon,  and  fuch  as  can  hardly 
be  reduced  to  the  bounds  of  a  let¬ 
ter.  We  find  one  nation  of  a  mild, 
quiet,  and  eafy,  while  another  proves 
of  a  bloody,  ftiff- necked,  and  ungo¬ 
vernable  difpofition:  a  third,  coward¬ 
ly,  flow,  and  unmeaning ;  and  a 
fourth,  of  a  fiery,  intrepid,  and  war¬ 
like  turn  of  mind,  ever  bent  upon 
atchievments  abroad,  neglecting  the 
cultivation  of  their  own  lands,  and 
racking  their  inventions,  how  to  pick 
a  quarrel  with,  and  defpoil  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  We  may,  with  fome  juftice, 
fet  down  a  few  general  rules,  relative 
to  the  black  people  of  all  the  different 
nations  of  Africa  ;  and  from  my  ob* 
fervations  they  are  as  follow. 

E  2  They 
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They  are  in  general  crafty,  cunning, 
great  mailers  of  diilipiulation,  fedulous 
in  accomplifhing  their  ends,  volatile 
and  bigotted  in  their  opinions,  unftable 


in  their  friendfhips,  treacherous  where 
intereft  intervenes,  dupes  to  luxury, 
great*! overs  and  admirers  oi  pomp  and 
guadinefs,  though  naturally  mean  in 
their  difpoGtions.  They  are  prone 
to  pailions,  very  refentful  ;  but  they 

*  I  ^ 

would  rather  wait  for  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  revenged  on  their  adver¬ 
sary,  by  taking  an  advantage,  than 


to  afford  him  a  fair  chance* 


are  almoft  generally  and  naturally 
thieves,  though  they  are  loath  to  he 
difeovered  ;  and,  what  is  rather  re¬ 
markable,  when  matters  are  put  under 


tneir  trult,  they  in  common  prove 
faithful, 


Much 
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Much  more  might  be  fa  id,  but  let 
thefe  ferve  as  out-lines.  The  nations 
in  Africa,  are  for  the  mod  part,  all 
divided  againft  each  other;  and  tho’ 
they  pretend  friendfhip  outwardly,  a 
natural  and  hereditary  antipathy  fub- 
fifts  between  them :  confequently,  was 
the  trade  of  that  country  put  under 
proper  reftri&ions  and  regulations, 
and  managed  by  perfons  who  are 
converfant  with  the  tempers  and 
humours  of  the  natives,  and,  in 
feme  degree,  judges  of  the  different 
politics  by  which  they  are  actuated 
and  fwayed,  the  people  might  again 
be  brought  to  a  fenfe  of,  and  adopt, 
fuch  meafures  as  would  with  certainty 
bring  the  difiradted  and  unprofitable 
fituation  the  trade  is  now  in,  into  fuch 
a  mode  and  order  as  would  not  only 

90 

be 
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be  conducive  to  the  interefts  of  this 
country,,  but  it  would  render  the  na¬ 
tives  more  happy,  and  would  give  more 
folid  fatisfa&ion  in  their  fphere. 

.  They  have  often  obferved  to  me, 
that  if  ever  prices  fhould  arife  above  a 
certain  flandard,  their  country  would 
become  a  fcene  of  confufion,  that  fub- 
ordination  and  order  would  ceafe  among 
them,  and  that  thole  who  were  fer- 

vants  would  afpire  at  being  maflers. 

* 

This  we  have  feen  happen,  the  prices 
are  more  than  doubled,  and  a  mere 
fcene  of  anarchy  and  confulion  prevails 
among  them.  They  earneftly  wifh  for 
old  times  to  be  reftored ;  and  I  am 
confident,  that  they  would  cordially 
coalefce,  in  every  meafure  which  might 
be  conducive  to  reinflate  them  in 
their  former  eafe  and  tranquillity. 
n  1  This 


mt- 
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This  nation  would  foon  find  their  ad¬ 
vantages  in  it ;  and  I  think  from  a 
fcheme  which  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
propofe  and  fubmit,  the  lives  of  many 
ufeful  BritiiTi  fubje&s  would  be  faved, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  national 
honour  and  reputation  might  be  pro¬ 
moted  and  effablifhed. 


Should  thefe  few  ufeful,  and,  I 
hope,  feafonable  hints,  as  feveral  others 
have  done,  pafs  by  unnoticed,  we  may 
rationally  form  fome  very  unfavour¬ 
able  conclufions  againft  thofe  who 
have  the  lead  in  public  affairs ;  and 
with  the  utmoft  contempt,  look  on 
their  application,  and  forced  refiftance 
to  chimerical  grievances,  when  real, 
interefted,  and  ftriking  ones  make  no 

imprefiion ;  and  people  would  be  na¬ 
turally 
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tu rally  led  to  infer,  that  when  a  Hum¬ 
bling  block  is  pointed  out,  and  no 
caution  tiled  to  avoid  it,  an  unlucky 
and  precipitate  fall,  may  not  only  hurt, 
but  totally  deftroy  the  whole. 

i 

My  defigns  in  this  letter,  1  declare 
to  be  per  fed  ly  difinterefted,  and  coni- 
mumcated  from  no  other  view  or  in¬ 
tention,  but  to  awake  in  the  nation, 
a  due  fenfe  and  confiderat ion  of  this 
important  matter  j  which  as  yet  is 
retrievable,  but  if  let  go  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  and  the  opportunity  once  loft, 
all  future  attempts  and  endeavours,  I 
am  pretty  confident,  will  prove  in- 
effedual. 

-•*“  *  J 

It  may  now  be  expeded,  that  I 
fbould  hint  at  fome  plan,  whereby  to 
remedy  miftakes;  and,  as  many  com¬ 
plaints 


MMOH 


plaints  have  been  preferred  with  regard 
to  the  difadvantageous  circumftances 
which  the  trade  in  general  labours  un¬ 
der,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  fubmit  a  few 
thoughts  on  that  fubjedt ;  and,  firft,  I 
fir  all  lap  open  and  point  out  fome 
facts  relative  to  the  Gold  Coall,  which, 
from  my  correfpondence  from  Liver¬ 
pool  and  Briftol,  I  have  great  reafon  to 
believe  are  genuine,  and  I  think  they 
merit  the  attention  of  the  public. 

/ 

The  governor  of  Cape  Coaft  having 
a  falary  of  800 1.  per  annum,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Annamaboe  400  1.  and  the 
other  chiefs  100  1.  each,  which  they 
pick  and  cull  out  of  the  primeft,  and 
molt  commanding  articles,  fent  out  by 
the  committee,  on  which  they  trade  for 
themfelves,  and  the  governor  of  Cape 

F  Coaft 
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Coafc  always  having  contrived  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  to  bring  the  public 
in  his  debt,  by  charging  repairs  for  the 
forts,  and  other  etceteras,  as  alfo  for 


arrears  paid  to  his  predeceflor,  which 
fwallows  up  almoft  the  whole  Ripply 
fent  out  in  the  annual  {hip  by  the 
committee ;  and  this  they  urge  as  fome 
excufe  for  treating  the  inferior  fer- 


vants  ill,  by  paying  their  falarks  in  re- 
fufe  goods,  and  often  employing  the 
clerks,  ferjeants,  nay  even  the  foldiers 
of  the  forts,  to  afl  for  them  in  the  in- 


and  .by  their  influence  with 


the  natives,  pre Tents  made,  and  other 
machinations,  they  obdruci  and  inter¬ 
cept  the  purchafes  of  the  {flipping,  and 
the  regular  courfe  of  trade,  while  the 

O  « 

poor  unhappy  foldiers,  inferior  fer- 
vants,  and  low  artificers  are  paid  with 

the 
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the  cherts  of  the  poods ;  by  which 
they  are  barely  able  to  pur  chafe  a  very 
fcanty  pittance  of  the  world,  and  raoft  , 
putrid  forts  of  provifions ;  thro’  which 
hardships  they  fpin  out  the  miferable 
reverfion  of  a  life  not  worth  enjoying, 
and  which  rarely  exceeds  an  annual 
period. 

The  dripping,  being  clogged  with 

heavy  outfits,  wear  and  tear,  intereft  of 

* 

money,  infurance,  &c.  are  often  obliged 
to  pay  the  chiefs  perhaps  from  fifteen 
-  to  twenty,  nay  twenty-five  per  cent, 
advance  on  all  the  Haves  they  buy  of 
them,  notvvithftanding  they  have  little 
or  any  rifque,  and  have  fire,  candles, 
lodging,  and  wadring,  beddes  ware- 
houfes,  labourers,  artificers,  canoe- 
men,  magazines,  canoes,  and  every 

F  2  expence 
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expence  of  the  fort  found  them  gratis, 
at  the  public  expence.  Neither  coarfe 
goods  or  brandy  fufficient  are  indented 
for  by  the  governors;  and  a  part  of 
the  provifions  which  have  been  fent 
out,  by  apparently  authentic  intelli¬ 
gence,  have  been  fold  to  the  Dutch 
for  geld,  which  is  the  governor’s  pri¬ 
vate  emolument,  while  the  foldiers 
and  inf  erior  fervants,  are  kept  half  the 

'  r 

year  in  a  ftarving  condition,  their 
wages  being  paid  them  in  goods  that 
have  been  bandied  from  fort  to  factory, 
till  they  are  in  an  unfaleable  f  ate. 

w 

On  what  they  can  procure  for  thefe 
they  mu  ft  live,  or  ftarve  for  want ; 
an  alternative  (hocking;  to  thought, 

O  O  ' 

and  a  dilgrace  to  humanity.  The 
quantity  ol  Englifh  brandy  ordered 
out  annually  from  the  committee, 

not 
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not  being  above  8  to  10,000  gal¬ 
lons,  and  the  confumption  at  leaft 
20,000,  the  furplus  is  found  by  the 
committee’s  fervants  j  for  which  they 
pay  themfelves  out  of  the  prime  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  goods,  charging  at  the  rate 
of  lix  fhiilings  per  gallon,  for  what 
coifs  twenty  pence,  exclulive  of  an¬ 
other  very  advantageous  brewery, 
which,  if  report  (and  I  mean  no  paltry 
report)  is  true,  upwards  of  twenty  per 
cent,  is  advantaged  by  it.  F rom  this 
circumlfance,  it  is  demonftrable  to  a 
certainty,  that  there  is  a  lofs  to  the 
public  annually,  of  upwards  of  lixteen 
hundred  pounds. 

The  article  of  Portuguefe  tobacco 
they  alfo  make  a  pretty  advantage  of, 
as  the  committee's  fervants  and  foldiers 

have 
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have  been  generally  paid  one  fourth 
part  of  their  wages  and  falaries  in  it, 
and  their  Haves  one  half. 

This  tobacco,  from  authentic  ac¬ 
counts,  may  and  has  been  laid  in  from 
Portuguefe  fhips  at  about  three  pounds 
fterling  per  roll ;  but  when  bought 
with  filefias  or  cowries,  at  about  thirty- 
five  (hillings  per  roll ;  and  the  governors 
of  Cape  Coaft  have  by  thei?~  indents , 

1 

availed  themfelves  of  this  circu ni¬ 
ff  ance,  having  a  falvo  ready  in  excufe, 
that  thefe  articles  were  intended  for  the 
Whydah  fettlement.  This  tobacco, 
when  it  happens  to  be  a  command¬ 
ing  article,  is  fold  to  the  fervants  and 
foldiers  at  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence 
per  fathom,  or  fix  pounds  five  (hillings 
per  roll,  each  roil  running  from  fifty  to 

fixty 
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fixty  fathoms.  This  being  purchafed 

4 

with  public  fupplies,  brought  on  fhore 
by  the  committee’s  canoes  and  fer- 
vants,  it  would  appear  but  reafon- 
able,  that  the  public  fhould  reap  the 
advantage  of  all  fuch  bargains.  On  a 
fuppofition,  that  it  would  require  five 
hundred  rolls  per  annum  to  fupply 
all  the  forts,  this  might  be  purchafed 
(communibus  annis)  for  cowries,  at 
thirty-five  fhillings  per  roll,  which  will 
be  about  nine  hundred  pounds  fterling 
for  the  whole ;  and  as  it  is  retailed  to 
the  fervants  of  every  clafs  at  two  {hil¬ 
ling  and  fix  pence  the  fathom,  or  fix 
pounds  five  fhillings  the  roll,  amount- 
in  the  whole  to  three  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  Coaft 
currency,  or  two  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  pounds  fterling,  it  will 

appear 
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appear  that  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  pounds  fterling  is  an¬ 
nually  loft  to  the  public  on  this  article. 

/ 

Beftdes  the  articles  of  brandy  and 
tobacco,  the  governors  reap  no  incon- 
liderable  advantages  from  the  lono- 
coarfe  goods,  as  fuch  are  only  adapted 
for  pur  chafe  of  proviftons,  the  prime 
forts,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  beino- 
rendered  fubfervient  to  more  interefted 
purpofes.  Now  fuppofe  we  only  al¬ 
low  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
fterling  which  might  be  faved,  by 
fending  out  coarfe  goods  in  room  of 
ftriped  taffaties,  pullicats,  &c.  where¬ 
by  they  rival  and  overbid  the  fair 
trader;  this,  with  the  annual  fums 
which  as  before  fpecified  might  be 
lavcci  on  tne  brandy  and  tobacco, 

would 
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would  amount  to  upwards  of  •  three 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  faving  to 
the  public;  which  fum,  Ifhould  hum¬ 
bly  prefume,  would  be  an  objedt  well 
worthy  animadverhon  on  the  prelent 
fyftem,  being,  as  can  be  proved,  lound- 
ed  on  notorious  fads,  and  the  calcula¬ 
tion  under  what  with  truth  and  pro¬ 
priety  it  might  be  carried  to, 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  a  few 
hints,  as  they  have  comparatively  ap¬ 
peared  to  me,  which  may  in  all  human 
probability  prove  conducive  towards 
remedying  the  complaints  and  mal- 
verfations  before  fpecified,  which 
if  they  meet  with  approbation,  I 
(hould  efteem  it  a  happinefs,  if  my 
weak  abilities  could  in  any  fhape 
contribute  to  public  utility. 

G  As 
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As  I  muft  adopt  two  different  me¬ 
thods,  whereby  to  remove  the  evils 
fo  obvioudy  fet  forth,  I  fhall  drft  be¬ 
gin  with  a  luppodtion  which,  I  think, 
will  be  highly  necefiary;  that  is,  to 
put  the  forts  in  a  proper  repair ;  this 
apparently  being  the  firft  objeCt  to  be 
confidered.  With  regard  to  defend¬ 
ing  and  garrifoning  them  afterwards, 
alter  confulting  on  various  meafures,  X 
fhall  beg  leave  to  adopt  and  fubfnit  ' 
the  following*- 

Should  a  military  force  be  propofed, 

X  can  well  forefee  that  it  will  meet 
with  objections ;  as  it  will  be  arsrued. 

o  y 

that  in  one  point  it  would  be  expen¬ 
sive  to  garrilon  them  with  kind’s 
troops,  and  in  another  it  might  alfo  be 
urged,  though  perhaps  iuconiiderateiy, 

that 
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that  trade  feldom  or  ever  ftourifhes 
under  military  government ;  and  tho 
I  fhall  in  many  inftances  admit  this 
to  be  a  pretty  general  rule,  yet  in  this 
circumftance  it  may  be  liable  to  fome 
exceptions. 

*  *  *4  fy  t 

* 

The  moll  fubftantial  arguments  in 
favour  of  it  would  appear  to  be  as 
follow  : 

Fir  ft,  As  military  gentlemen  have 
neither  natural,  or  we’ll  fuppofe  any 
acquired  ideas  of  commerce,  and,  ii 
fent  out  under  proper  reftriflions  and 
regulations,  I  think  there  appears  no 
ill  conlequences  to  be  dreaded  from 
their  interfering  in  that  refpedt ;  and 
confequently  the  {laves  and  other  pro¬ 
duces,  now  foreftalled  and  monopo¬ 
lized  by  the  forts,  would  circulate 

G  2  among, 
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among,  and  be  purchafed  by  the  {hip¬ 
ping  and  fair  traders,  at  near  twenty 
per  cent,  cheaper. 

t 

Secondly,  The  troops  garrifoning  the 
lorts  to  be  relieved  punctually  every 
three  years ;  and  a  tax  to  be  laid  on 

„  •  +  .  v 

Haves  and  ivory,  in  order  to  aid  the 
payment  of  the  military  eftablilhment, 
and  keep  the  forts  in  repair.  The 
military  gentlemen  could  be  fuppofed 
to  have  no  intrigues  with  the  natives 
relative  to  trade,  nor  would  make 
ufe  of  any  chicane,  whereby  to  worm 
the  (hipping  or  fair  trader  out  of  it;  at 
the  fame  time  they  would  lettje  and 
tom  prom  ife  any  difputes  between  the 
white  people  and  the  natives,  with 
more  impartiality  and  candour  than 

^  ^  '  i  1  views  in  every  refpect 

have 
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have  agitated  their  conduct,  and  who 
have  been  rather  apt  to  foment  than 
to  fupprefs  didurbanccs  and  jealoulies. 
The  captain  general  or  commander  in 
chief  to  be  invefted  with  all  the  powers 
of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  to  have 
a  true  and  authentic  journal  kept  of 
all  the  tranfa&ions,  civil  as  well  as 
military,  which  may  occur;  copies 
of  which  to  be  tranfmitted,  figned  by 
him,  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  and  of 
trade,  or  to  fome  of  the  fecretaries  of 
Hate. 

* 

Thirdly,  That  from  the  defence 
private  traders  would  foon  experience 
they  would  receive  from  the  military, 
and  on  which  they  could  rely,  they 
would  be  induced  to  fettle,  and  extend 

their  trade ;  as  from  them  they  might 
' .  expedt 
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expedt  fome  fuccour ;  whereas  from 
the  committee,  and  their  fervants,  they 
have  too  often  experienced  the  perver¬ 
sion  of  their  fchemes,  and  fubverfion  of 
their  trade  in  general. 

O 

i 

Fourthly,  That  on  every  emergency 
the  forts,  while  under  military  govern¬ 
ment  and  direction,  would  be  more 
properly  defended,  the  nation’s  honour 
and  reputation  would  appear  with 
more  confpicuous  eclat,  the  perfons 
and  effects  of  private  adventurers 
would  be  better  fecured  and  protected, 
and  they  would  on  ail  occafions  have 
the  chance  of  receiving  more  afllftance 
from  the  military  gentlemen,  than  any 
other. 

Fifthly,  That  a  military  force  would 
awe  the  feamen  and  natives  into  a 

more 
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more  regular  and  implicit  obedience 
than  the  prefent  civil  eflablifhment 
could  do ;  and  would  prevent  mutiny 
and  defertion  among  the  {hips  crews, 
which  To  frequently  happen,  and 

j*  x  %■  «*,. 

prove  deftrudive  to  voyages  in  that 
country. 


s  Sixthly,  That  his  majefly’s  troops, 
from  being  well  fupplied  with  provi- 
{ions,  well  clothed,  kept  clean,  and 
properly  exercifed,  would  continue 
more  vigorous  and  healthy,  and  in 
ficknefs  would  be  better  fupplied  with 
medicines  and  nourifhment,  than  a  fet 
of  unhappy  creatures,  who  experience 
nothing  but  mifery,  rags,  {linking 
proviiion,  and  unwholfome  liquors  ; 
by  which  means,  I  am  well  informed, 
that  near  forty  out  of  forty-eight  foldiers 

0  -~t». 

have 
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have  perifhed  from  the  beginning  of 
March  to  the  end  of  May  1770. 
But  this  Should  not  alarm  or  deter  the 
troops,  as  the  climate  on  the  Gold  Coaft 
is  in  general  wholfome,  only  the  mif- 
condud  before  Ipecified  accounts  for 
the  great  and  fudden  mortality  of  the 
people,  which  cataftrophe  might  in 
future  be  much  alleviated,  as  the 
country  produces  excellent  fi£h,  poul¬ 
try,  and  other  frefh  provisions,  as  alfo 
greens,  fruits,  and  roots  of  a  falu- 
brious  and  refreChing  nature. 

Should  thefe  affertions  have  any 
weight,  and  be  adopted,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  matters  would  be  much  altered 
for  the  better  to  what  they  now  are, 
and  fome  fmall  tax  on  the  purchafes 
of  the  dripping  might  be  laid  towards 
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maintaining  the  forts.  But  fhould 
the  old  objection  to  military  power  be 
prevalent,  and  prove  a  bar  towards 
it,  fuppofe  a  fcheme  in  fome  degree 
fimilar  to  the  following  fhould  be 
propofed. 


* 

w. 


Firft,  That  proper  and  capable  en¬ 
gineers  fhould  be  fent  out  to  repair 
the  forts,  and  that  proper  afiiftants, 
and  judges  of  building  and  architec¬ 
ture  be  always  there,  to  keep  them  in 
repair ;  materials,  craft,  labourers,  and 
artificers  being  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 


Secondly,  That  no  chief  fhall  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with,  nor  dictate 
to  them  upon  this  head ;  and  that  the 
chiefs  of  forts  fhall  only  have  an 
equal,  but  no  further  privilege  of  ftore- 

H  ing 
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.  f 

ing  goods  than  the  private  traders,'  by 

no  means  taking  on  them  to  interfere 
with,  nor  interrupt  them  in  their  law¬ 
ful  affairs,  but  to  be  on  an  equal  foot¬ 
ing  with  them  with  regard  to  the 
quantities  of  goods,  and  number  of 
flaves  to  be  lodged  in  the  forts. 

Thirdly,  That  a  moderate  tax  be 
laid  on  every  flave  the  committee’s 
fervants  fhip  off,  or  fell  on  the  eoaft ; 
and  that  all  the  fervants  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  trade  (hall  make  an  affi¬ 
davit  every  three  or  fix  months,  of  all 
the  Haves  they  ffiall  difpofe  of. 

Fourhly,  That  they  ffiall’  have  liberty 
to  fell  or  ffiip  off  their  Haves  at  difere- 
tion,  and  ffiall  be  allowed  to  commif- 
lion  for  what  quantities  of  goods  they 
pleafe  j  but  that  under  no  pretence 

what- 
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whatever  {hall  they  attempt  to  eflablifh 
a  factory  either  on  fhore.or  by  craft  on 
the  water,  nor  to  employ  any  but  fuch 
as  may  be  found  neceffary  for  repair¬ 
ing  the  forts,  and  tranfporting  fupplies. 

# 

Fifthly,  That  the  governors  and 
chiefs  fhall  allow  the  effects  of  private 
traders  the  fame  conveniency  of  ftore- 
agc  as  their  own  ;  that  they  fhall  pafs 
receipts,  and  be  accountable  for  the 
fame  ({laves  only  excepted)  and  acci¬ 
dents  unavoidable  debarred. . 

Sixthly,  That  every  third  of  July, 

the  committee  for  the  enfuing  year, 

{hall  come  under  oath,  or  grant  fome 

other  effectual  fecurity,  that  they  fhall 

on  no  pretence  whatever,  direCtly  or 

indirectly,  pay  any  money  for  any  of 

their  fervants,  nor  have  any  connec- 

H  2  tion 
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tion  with  them  in  trade,  to  even  the 
fmalleft  value ;  nor  that  they,  nor  any 

i 

agent  or  perfon  on  their  behalf,  fhall 
form  any  commercial  connection  or 
correfpondence  with  them,  during  the 
term  of  their  being  members  of  the 
committee. 

Seventhly,  That  fufficient  and  valid 
fecurity,  in  England,  fhould  be  taken 
of  every  governor  and  chief,  for  the 
true  and  punctual  performanc  of  thefe, 
or  fuch  other  orders  as  fhall  be  fent 
them  from  the  committee  at  any  time; 
and  that  fuch  fecurities,  in  cafe  of 
non-performance,  •  fhall  be  legally 
claimed  and  fued  for. 

From  the  various  accounts  I  have 
received,  it  is  dernonftrable  to  a  proof, 

that  for  feveral  years  paft  all  orders 

from 
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from  the  committee  are  not  only 
loofely  worded,  but  that  they  leave  their 
fervants  to  explain  the  ads  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  fuch  manner,  as  may  conduce 
to  their  own  private  ends  and  pur- 
pofes,  confequently  they  have  been 
quite  difregarded,  ads  of  parliament 
have  been  fet  alide,  and  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  aded  indifcriminately, 
as  if  fubordinate  to  no  reftridion,  re¬ 
gulation,  or  controul :  and,  left  they 
fliould  again  relapfe  into  this  date,  it 
would  be  highly  needful  to  be  cautious, 
and  to  guard  ftridly  againft  all  fuch 

•9 

meafures,  fhould  it  be  found  unavoid¬ 
able  to  let  them  trade  at  all. 

As  to  the  ruinous  Htuation  of  the 
Windward  trade,  it  is  obvious.  Haves 
being  now  purchafed  there  at  upwards 

of  double  the  price  to  what  they  were 

in 
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in  the  year  1756.  Numbers  of  lives 
have  been  loft  by  boats  and  veffels  be¬ 
ing  cut  off,  and  their  crews  wantonly 
butchered  by  the  natives  with  impunity, 
aided  and  aflifted  by  a  fet  of  white 
renegados,  who  have  abandoned  their 
country,  and  relinquiftied  every  degree 
of  honour,  honefty,  and  order. 

The  great  and  principal  bane  to  the 

Windward  trade  has  been  the  French 

*  —  • 

contracts  for  negroes  ftnce  the  peace, 
as  the  Englilh  contractor  was,  by  the 
agreement  ftipulated,  laid  under  a 
heavy  penalty  on  demurrage  of  the 
French  ftiips ;  by  which  means  he 
was  drove  to  the  neceffity  of  fending 
craft  into  every  river  and  creek  in  the 
<  ntry,  in  order  to  procure  Haves  at 
-  r.iy,  if  ever  fo  extravagant,  a  price;  of 

which 
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which  the  natives  foon  difcovered  how 
to  avail  themfelves.  The  other  {hips 
in  the  trade  were  confequently  obliged 
to  follow  the  fame  rules,  by  which 
the  natives  became  enriched,  of  courle 
haughty  and  infolent,  the  fhipping 
made  ruinous  and  deftru&ive  voyages, 
fometimes  fo  far  as  linking  the  whole; 
the  feamen  by  going  up  the  rivers, 
confequently  expofed  to  the  fcorching 
heat  of  the  fun  by  day,  and  the  chilly 
(linking  fogs  by  night  in  thefe  un¬ 
healthy  and  inhofpitable  regions,  foon 
loll  their  lives,  and  the  nation  was 
deprived  of  a  number  of  hardy  brave 
fellows,  who,  if  preferred,  might 
have  proved  of  infinite  fervice  to  their 
fovereign  and  benefit  to  their  country. 

■wqz 

This  branch  of  trade,  if  under  pro¬ 
per  regulations,  might  prove  very  fer- 

viceable 
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viceable  and  beneficial  to  the  nation. 
As  there  are  a  great  many  very  po¬ 
pulous  empires  and  kingdoms  ex¬ 
tended  along  the  coaft,  and  reaching 
above  fix  weeks  journey  inland,  thefe 
cliftricts  are  governed  by  princes  of  a 
warlike  and  atchieving  turn,  conle- 
quently  a  number  of  negroes  and  other 
commodities  muft  come  to  market, 
and  would  greatly  conduce  to  the 
confumption  of  our  manufactures,  at 
the  fame  time  that,  by  contrasts  with 
foreigners  being  abolifoed ,  and  our 
trade  carried  on  in  our  own  bottoms, 
and  imported  into  our  own  colonies, 
we  fhould  foon  bid  fair  for  being  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only  exporters  of 
any  note;  and  foreigners  muft  apply 
to  us  in  a  courteous  manner,  for  the 
African  produces  of  various  forts. 

The 
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The  contract  s  with  theFrench  employed 
feveral  hundred  tons  of  their  fhipping, 
confequently,  mu  ft  have  been  very  de¬ 
trimental  to  this  maritime  country. 
The  French  officers  and  feamen  became, 
well  acquamted  with  all  the  foundings , 
harbours ,  and  conveniencies  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ,  and  by  their  artful  inftnuations, 
tinfel  prefents,  and  fly  fcrutinies,  they 
became  acquainted  with  and  favourites 
of  the  natives,  taking  that  opportunity 
to  pave  the  way  againft  a  future  day, 
when  they  fhould  throw  off  the  mafk, 
and  become  adventurers  themfelves. 


I  fhall  here  give  a  brief  abftra<ft  of 

O 

the  terms,  on  which  the  contracts  were 
formed,  and  fubmit  it  to  public  con- 
fideration. 


I 


A  con- 
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A  contract  with  B.  for  (wc  will 
fuppofe)  1500  negroes,  deliverable  in 
twelve  months,  at  four  different  periods, 
and  at  the  Populated  price  of  22  1. 
fterling  for  every  merchantable  negro ; 
two-thirds  of  thefe  to  be  males,  one- 
third  females. 

\ 

On  the  delivery  of  350  negroes  the 

^  MB  wl  [  0*  * 

afiortment  will  run  120  prime  men, 
not  to  exceed  twenty-feven  years  of 
age,  as  near  as  can  be  judged  ;  80 

boys,  lour  feet  four  inches  and  up¬ 
wards.  34.  boys,  from  three  feet  ten 
inches  to  four  feet  three  inches ;  70 

women,  not  to  exceed  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  according  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  parties;  23  women  girls, 
that  is,  between  women  and  girls ;  21 
girls,  from  four  feet  to  four  feet  three 

inches. 
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inches.  In  cafe  A. , cannot  implement 
this  agreement,  he  obliges  himfeii  to 

O  '  ZD 

pay  and  account  for  to  B.  9 1.  fterling 
for  every  Have  he  falls  fhort  in  the  fti- 
pulated  number.  The  (hip  which  B. 
fends  to  receive  thefe  3  co  negroes,  is 
by  agreement  to  remain,  two  calendar 
months  on  that  part  of  the  coaft,  where 
the  parties  agree  to  fend  her ;  during 
which  time,  fliould  not  B.  be  able  to 
furnifh  the  ftipulated  quantity  of  ne¬ 
groes,  before  the  expiration  oi  the  two 
months  after  the  Blip’s  arrival,  the 
fhip  mu  ft  lie  at  the  rate  of  30  1.  fter¬ 
ling  per  diem  demurrage  :  and  for  the 
ratification  of  the  general  terms,  and 
conditions  of  the  agreement,  the  par¬ 
ties  become  bound  in  the  penalty  of 
5000  1.  fterling. 


I  2 


From 
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From  this  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
English  contractor,  muft  furnifh  the 
llaves  at  any  advanced  price,  rather 
than  incur  the  penalties  ftipulated.  To 
delcend  to  a  particular  circumftance,  j 

which  may  ferve  to  illuflrate  the  mat-  , 
ter;  in  the  year  1763,  negroes  could  | 

be  purchafed  for  60  to  70  bars,  on  an 

^  .  i 

average  ;  one  cargo  in  particular  was 
laid  in  at  54  bars,  confiding  of  280  to 
340  flaves :  whereas,  from  the  before  ' 

fpecified  caufes,  they  have  fince  that  j 

period,  rofe  to  the  amazing  price  of 
1  20  bars,  which  is  aim  oft  one  hundred 
per  cent,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  want  of  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to,' or  confummate  ignorance 
of,  this  trade,  f  will  beg  leave  to  quote 
one  inftaiice,  which  happened  fome 

*  l  1 

few  years  ago,  and  which  was,  that  a 

fecretarv 

J 
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fecretary  of  Fate,  granted  a  written 
licence  for  a  French  contract  fhip  to 
pafs  above  James’s  Fort,  in  the  river 
Gambia,  in  order  to  receive  a  cargo 
from  the  craft  of  an  Englifh  contractor- 
lying  up  that  river,  being  without 
the  limits  where  the  French  or  any 
foreigner  had  any  right  to  go.  This 
muft  be  fenfible,  prudent,  and  patri¬ 
otic,  indeed! 

Having  in  this  little  traCi  laid  open 
the  many  and  heavy  difad  vantages  the 
Windward  branch  labours  under,  I 
fhall  propofe  a  few  meafures,  by 
which,  in  my  opinion,  they  might  be 
remedied. 

Firft,  That  the  captains  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  f]hips  who  fhall  be  ordered  on 
that  ftation,  fhall  be  directed  to  en¬ 
quire 


\ 
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quire  of  the  agents  of  Bance  ifland* 
in  the  river  Sierra  Leon,  and  of  the 
mafters  of  fuch  fhips  as  may  be  then 
trading  on  that  part  of  the  coaft,  the 

names,  places  of  reftdence,  and  cha¬ 
racters  of  all  the  white  refidenters  in 
the  country,  and  to  confult  with  them, 
who  are ,  and  who  are  not ,  detrimental 
to  the  trade:  as  there  are  fome  of 
probity  and  worth  among  them,  it 
would  be  unfair  to  put  them  on  a 
level :  after  this  fcrutiny,  let  them  be 
commanded  in  his  maiefiy  s  name, 
and  as  his  fubje&s ,  to  repair  on  board 
the  king’s  fhip,  and  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  refolutions,  to  which 
they  mu  ft  be  obliged  to  pay  the  mod 
ftriCt  compliance.  And  as  it  is  probable 
they  will  urge  the  neceftity  of  fome  time 
to  fettle  their  affairs,  and  realize  their 

effects, 
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effects,  I  would  propofe,  that  this  in¬ 
dulgence  thou  Id  be  made  extend  fo 
far  as  the  exigency  of  their  affairs, 
upon  proper  proof,  fhould  require: 
and  to  leave  h  oft  ages  for  their  removal 
againft  the  time  appointed.  The  hoft- 
ages,  fhould  they  not  be  redeemed  be¬ 
fore  the  king’s  (hip  departs,  to  be  put 
in  charge  of  the  agents  of  Bance  illand, 
or  on  board  fuch  (hip  or  (hips,  as  will 
fee  the  agreement  pun&ually  ratified, 
otherwife  thefe  hoftages  (whom  we  will 
admit  to  be  a  part  Haves)  fhall  for 
the  firft  tranfgreftion  of  their  principal, 
be  indulged  with  two  months  grace: 
but  ft  not  properly  releafed  in  that 
time  to  be  confifcated ,  and  their  value 
appropriated  to  public  ufe. 

Secondly,  As  it  is  prefumptive,  that 
the  natives  will  endeavour  to  fcreen 

and 
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and  protect  the  white  men  in  their 
feveral  diftri&s,  being  home  of  them 
their  pandors  in  villany,  the  men  of 
war  mu  ft  in  that  cafe  ftop  home  of  the 
natives  who  are  freemen  of  either  that 
nation  or  fome  nation  adjoining,  which 
will  bring  on  the  delivery  of  the  white 
men,  on  telling  the  natives,  that  king 
George  has  demanded ,  .  and  muji  have 
his  people.  >  '  ■  ■ 

Thirdly,  It  would  be  highly  necef- 
fary  to  have  a  tenable  well-built  fort 
on  cape  Sierra  Leon,  where  nature 
has  already  done  a  great  part  of  the 
work,  and  where  wood,  ftone,  and 
other  materials,  would  with  eafy  la¬ 
bour  be  got  at  hand  to  carry  on  the 
works ;  while  the  Oyfter  Banks  of 
Commaranka,  but  a  final!  didance 

off, 
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off,  would  fupply  (hells  whereof  to 
make  lime.  This  fort  might  be  eafily 
garrifoned  by  part  king’s  troops  and 
black  men  trained  to  arms,  and  might 
be  fo  con  drafted,  as  to  command  the 
channel  into  the  river,  as  the  fhips  mu  ft 
come  within  two  or  three  mufquet  (hot 
of  it ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would 

V 

fcour  the  woods,  and  prevent  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  an  enemy  on  one  fide,  while 
the  other  face  and  baftions  would  pre¬ 
vent  any  of  their  fhips  from  advancing 
or  landing  from  the  fouthward. 

Fourthly,  I  would  propofe  that  this 

' 

fort  (hould  be  commanded  bv  a  chief 

u 

governor  and  deputy,  with  a  fecre- 
tary,  clerks,  and  warehoufe-keeper,  a 
proper  engineer,  with  mafons,  arti- 
facers,  and  labourers,  to  carry  on  tire 

K  works ; 
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works  ;  and  the  governor  and  princi¬ 
pal  officers  to  have  genteel  falaries, 
fufficient  to  maintain  them  without 
trading,  or  if  allowed  to  trade,  to  do 
it  under  fuch  fimilar  inftrudions  and 
regulations  as  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

The  warehoufes  and  Have-rooms 
fhould  ferve  as  fafe  places  for  the 
fhipping,  and  other  adventurers  to  lodge 
their  goods  in  ;  and  all  d i fputes  be¬ 
tween  white  people  and  the  natives, 
fhould  be  fettled  and  adjufted,  by  the 
interpofition  and  mediation  of  the  go- 

r 

vernor  and  officers  oi  the  fort. 

/ 

Fifthly,  The  governor  of  the  fort 
fhould  be  allowed  at  all  times,  to  pur- 
chafe  rice  and  other  provifions,  and 
fhould  fell  what  overplus  could  be 
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fpared  from  the  ufe  of  the  fort,  to  the 
fhipping,  on  being  allowed  either  a 
commiilion  or  reafonable  profit  on  the 
fame  ;  and,  if  it  was  found  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
purchafe  a  limited  number  of  flaves, 
ivory,  and  camwood  for  them  at 
fLipulated  prices,  on  having  a  cer¬ 
tain  profit  or  com  million  on  thefe 
articles ;  one-half  of  which  to  be  the 
perquiiite  of  the  governor,  deputy, 
and  {fore-keeper,  in  proportions  ade¬ 
quate  to  their  flations,  and  the  other 
half  to  go  towards  the  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  the  fort  and  garrifon. 

Sixthly,  That  every  fhip  trading 
within  one  hundred  leagues,  and  every 
other  adventurer  within  that  diflricl, 
fhould  pay  ten  fhillings  fterling,  on 

K  2  every 
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every  (lave  they  purchafe,  and  five 
{hillings  on  every  hundred  weight  of 
ivory,  which  fhould  alfo  go  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  forts,  &c.  and 
fhould  be  paid  in  bills  drawn  on  the 
(hip’s  hujfband  by  the  refpedlive  cap¬ 
tains  or  purfers  of  the  (hips  there 
trading,  to  the  order  of  fome  perfon 
or  perfons  in  England,  appointed  to 
receive  and  manage  the  fame ;  and  the 
captains  fo  to  bargain  with  the  natives, 
as  to  make  them  allow  this  tax  in 
the  price  of  the  commodities.  Bance 
ifland,  being  a  fortified  fettlement,  to 
be  excluded  in  every  refpedt  from 
thefe  taxes,  or  other  regulations,  ex¬ 
cept  what  may  affedt  the  prices  and 
police  neceffary  in  trade,  which  will 
be  the  advantage  of  the  place  to  ob- 
ferve. 

Seventhly, 
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Seventhly,  That  a  price  (hould  be 
ftipulated  and  fixed  upon,  among  the 
adventurers  to  this  count!  .  y,  and  who 
ever  is  found  to  raiie  it  above  another, 
to  be  liable  to  a  further  tax,  unlefs  want 
of  men,  through  mortality,  or  other 
accidents,  fhould  oblige  him  to  quit 
the  coafi,  and  where  he  wants  but 
about  one-fifth  of  his  cargo  :  in  that 
cafe,  he  muft  apply  to  the  captains  or 
fhips,  and  by  letter  or  otnerwne,  ac  ¬ 
quaint  the  governor  or  tne  ’• ^utii 
his  fituation,  when  the  otner  Hup¬ 
ping  will  of  courfe  flack  their  pur- 
chafes,  and  afiift  him  in  the  difpatcli 
of  his  trade,  and  fo  every  (hip  in  ro¬ 
tation,  according  to  the  time  ol  her 
■  arrival  on  the  coaft ,  and  if  any  of 
them  (hall  be  found  to  intrigue  with 

i 

the  natives  underhand,  a  complaint, 
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iigned  by  two  or  more  of  the  matters* 
ttiall  be  preferred  to  the  governor  or 
captain  of  the  king’s  fhips,  in  order  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  lords  of  trade ; 
and  that  all  owners  of  veffels  ttiall 
inttruct  their  captains  accordingly,  be¬ 
fore  they  fet  out  on  a  voyage,  in 
which,  ttiould  they  fail,  they  fhall  be 
liable  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law  on  their  arrival  in  England.  And 
a  certain  reward  to  be  given  to  every 
black  man  who  {hall  mve  information 

O 

on  this  head,  which  they  will  readily 
do. 

Eighthly,  That  no  white  man  but 
thofe  of  reputation  be  buffered  to  fettle 
in  this  country  ;  and  that  they  fhall 
pay  into  the  fort  an  annual  tribute, 
getting  every  year  from  the  governor 
or  deputy  a  licence,  permitting  them 
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to  fettle,  and  certifying  their  behaviour 
and  compliance  with  rules.  That  they 
fhall  only  fet  down  one  faCtory  in  one 
river;  that  is,  one  perfon,  and  he  to 
be  a  white  man,  tied  under  articles  for 
his  behaviour  and  compliance  with  or¬ 
ders:  and  that  the  governor  fhall  have 
a  power  to  fend  oft  the  coaft  every 
white  man  who  is  obnoxious  in  his  be¬ 
haviour,  or  refractory  to  rules,  upon 
Petting  forth  his  mifdemeanor,  and 
producing  fufticient  certificates  of  the 
fame. 

Ninthly,  That  no  fhip  fhall  fend  her 
boats  into  any  river,  unlefs  to  purchafe 
provisions,  and  to  take  wood  and  wa¬ 
ter,  the  rivers  Sierra  Leon  and  Sherbro 
excepted  ;  in  the  former  not  to  exceed 
the  watering-place  in  Frenchman  s 

bay. 
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bay,  and  in  the  latter,  not  to  exceed 
Jamaica  town  ;  as  it  is  plain,  that 
where- ever  the  (hipping  lie,  the  traders 
will  of  courfe  refort  to  them.  This 
reftridion  however  not  to  exclude 
their  taking  (laves  from  white  mens 
fadories,  where  they  are  not  to  day 
above  forty-eight  hours,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  no  trade  of  the  natives. 

Tenthly,  X  would  beg  leave  to  fub- 
jOin  one  article  more  to  be  obferved 
tit  Sierra  Leon,  which  is,  1  hat  every 
mailer  of  a  trading  veffel,  on  finifh- 
inghis  trade,  (hall  furnilh  the  governor 
with  a  true  account  of  his  purchafe  in 
(laves,  ivory,  camwood,  &c,  fpecify- 
ing  the  time  he  has  lain  on  the  coafL 

Jr 

the  average  prices  every  article  has  cod 
him,  and  tne  number  of  men  he  may 

J 

have 
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have  loft  by  mortality  or  otherwise  ; 

all  which  to  be  tranfmitted,  figned  by 
the  povernor,  to  the  board  ol  trade, 

iD  J 

and  if  needful  fubmitted  to  public  in- 
fpedtion.  The  (hip’s  name,  the  port 
fhe  belongs  to,  and  the  {hip’s  huf- 
band’s  name  fhould  alfo  be  fpecifted, 
and  an  account  fent  home  twice  every 

i 

year.  By  this  means,  the  board  of 
trade,  and  the  nation  in  general,  would 
have  it  in  their  powrer  to  difcern, 
with  feme  degree  of  certainty,  what 
advantage  it  would  be  of,  and  adven¬ 
turers  would  be  able  to  regulate  their 
meafures  accordingly. 

Cape  Sierra  Leon  lies  in  as  healthy 
and  pleafant  filiation  as  is  to  be  met 
with  in  Africa.  The  river  abounds 
with  various  kinds  of  delicious  fill?, 
the  forefts  yield  great  variety  of  laft- 
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ing  and  ufeful  timber,  tropical  fruits, 
palm  wine  and  oil ;  and  the  cppohte 
Ihore  of  Bullom  furnilhes  rice,  poul¬ 
try,  greens,  roots,  and  fruits  in  great 
abundance,  feme  goats  and  fheep,  as 

well  as  plenty  of  deer,  wild  hogs,  and 

\  *  ■* 

buffaloes,  which  are  alfo  to  be  found 

on  the  mountains  of  Sierra  Leon - 

Lions,  tygers,  jackalls,  and  elephants 
abound  in  the  woods,  but  feldotn 

prove  offeniive  in  the  fettlements.  At 

* 

the  fort  they  might  raife  hogs,  poul¬ 
try,  and  cattle  in  abundance,  and 
ack-afies  might  be  brought  from  the 

O  O 

Cape  de  Verd  i Hands,  to  bring  Hone, 
fand,  and  materials  to  the  fort.  On  the 
whole,  it  is  a  place  naturally  lit u ate d 
ior  a  protection  to  dripping  and  trade, 
which  miVht  be  extended  under  a  fafe- 

O 

guard  much  further,  and  to  greater 

advantage 


\ 
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advantage  than  it  has  ever  yet  been. 
In  war  time  particularly,  it  would  be 
highly  ferviceable,  as  upwards  of  two 
hundred  fail  of  {hipping  might  anchor 
in  good  ground  under  tuition  of  the 
fort,  and  be  fupplied  with  good  wa¬ 
ter  and  other  conveniencies  from  the 
fhore. 

I  dare  fay,  there  will  be  an  objec- 
tion  raifed,  with  regard  to  the  tax  I 
have  propofed  ;  but  when  the  mode 
is  duly  confidered  I  hope  it  will 
vanifh,  as  the  natives  of  Africa  will 
be  thofe  on  whom  it  will  be  levied; 
and  the  Britifh  purchafers  will  find  a 
faving  of  fifteen  per  cent,  and  up¬ 
wards  on  their  trade,  by  profecuting 
the  meafures  prefcribed  :  befides,  they 
will  be  able  to  make  their  voyages 

L  2  with 
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With,  an  infinitely  greater  degree  of 
certainty  and  eafe;  and  being  furnifn- 
cd  at  all  leafons  with  rice  from  the 
loit,  they  will  neither  be  detained  or 
perplexed  on  account  of  that  article, 
which  I  have  known  to  prove  the 
bane  of  many  voyages. 

As  to  the  province  of  Senegambfa, 
1  fhall  only  beg  leave  to  make  one 
remark  regarding  that  fettlement,  and 
1  think  it  is  a  very  finking  one.  The 
wife  fcheme  of  government  to  fecure 
tne  gum  trade,  fo  ufeful  in  our  manu- 
iactures,  has  been  in  a  great  meafure 
defeated  Dy  the  avarice  of  felf-interefled 
men,  who  have  fent  gum  from  Sene¬ 
gal  diredly  to  foreign  markets,  and 
have  imported  foreign  goods  from  fo¬ 
reign  ports,  contrary  to  ad  of  par¬ 
liament. 


liament,  and  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  fair  trader.  Thefe  are  well- 
known  fads,  and  which  may  be  eahly 
remedied  in  future. 


I  doubt  not  but  there  are  fome, 
who  are  fo  very  fond  of  oppolition, 
that  they  will  always  be  ready  to  put 
a  negative  upon  every  plan,  if  ever  fo 
well  projected,  even  tho  agamjl  their 
own  convi&ion ;  and  thefe  kind  of 

people  I  muft  look  upon  to  be  dan- 

* 

gerous  to  the  publick  weal,  as  they 
often  prove  a  peft  and  nuifance  to  fo- 
ciety.  I  only  make  my  appeal  to  the 
honed:,  candid,  and  judicious  part  of 
mankind,  more  particularly,  to  thole 
whofe  connections  and  affairs  have 
conduced  to  make  them  acquainted 
with  the  fubjed ;  and  fhould  be  very 


forry. 
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forry,  if  in  this  little  performance,  I 
gave  umbrage  to  any  perfon,  having 
no  individual  in  view,  nor  meaning  to 
point  at  any  perfon  in  particular ;  but 
as  it  is  a  duty  which  every  man  owes 

his  country,  when  fupported  by  fads, 

♦ 

to  unveil  any  thing  whereby  it  fuffers, 
I  hope  it  will  meet  a  good  reception 
from  every  candid  and  difpaflionate 
perfon. 

My  obfervations  I  have  made  from 
an  experience,  refulting  from  almoft 

r*  / 

twenty  years  connection  with  that 
country,  iixteen  of  which,  all  but 
three  months,  a  refident  in  it. 

I  fhall  now  conclude  with  only  ob- 
ferving,  that  whatever  adminiftration  or 
body  will  exert  themfelves  in  redrefiing 

the 
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the  fatal  inconveniencies  to  which  the 
trade  is  fubjeded,  will  merit  the  ap- 
plaufe  and  good  wifhes  of  their  co¬ 
temporaries  and  fellow  fubjeds,  as  it 
will  be  the  means  of  giving  bread  to 

»■  v 

thoufands,  and  an  advantage  to  pof- 
terity. 


I  hope  (before  I  die)  to  fee  fome 
great  man  in  power,  who  will  make 
the  immenfe  continent  of  Africa 
his  ftudy,  from  whence  commercial 
advantages  may  arife  to  Great  Britain, 
far  beyond  our  prefen t  imagination  ; 
but  this  fubjed  would  be  a  volume  of 
itfelf. - The  public  will  pleafe  to  re¬ 

mark,  that  thefe  obfervations  extend 
no  further  than  the  province  of  Sene- 
gambia,  and  part  of  the  Windward 
and  Gold  Coaft, 

v  ^  •* 

..  .  ■-  <  I  have 
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I  have  in  this  letter  fludied  no 
forced  flile  or  didion,  my  only  view 
being  to  render  it  intelligible.  The 
lads  are  limple,  but  fuch  as  may  be 
fully  relied  upon.  If  it  is  thought 
needful  to  afk  me  any  quefnon,  my 
addrefs  is  with  the  printer:  and  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  As  a  general  remedy  againft 
the  inconveniencies  and  abufes  which 
happen,  from  the  fervants  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  being  allowed  to  trade  for 
themfelves,  I  would  propole,  that  dol¬ 
lars  fhould  be  fent  out,  wherein  their 
wages  and  falaries  fhould  be  paid,  on 
the  plan  pradifed  at  Senegal  alter  its, 

redudion. - This  meafure  I  humbly 

fubmit. 


I 


■ 

I 


III 


- 


, 


4 


I 


I 

I 

1 


i!  I 


t 


, 


- 


